
At First Presbyterian Church-Asheville, we want everyone who comes
through our doors to find a place to connect and experience the

boundary-breaking love of Jesus Christ by practicing radical
hospitality, forming deep relationships, and joining in shared ministry. 

 The Fall is an excellent time for all ages to try out one of our
ministries, and find a place of belonging. 

www.reallygreatsite.com



Why Advent? 
     When practically all of us, Christian or not, are playing Christmas music,
putting up trees, and feeling merry -- why does the church make room for
Advent? And why should you? 
      This season can be the “most wonderful time of the year”; but we know
that if we scratch the surface, we’ll find all the disappointments, brokenness,
and suffering that characterize every season of life in this present world.
Advent helps us to hold all this together, to see our present reality in light of
the promise of future wholeness that is yet to come. To say it in the terms of
one of our favorite Christmas carols, in Advent we can bring our deepest
fears into the light of our greatest hope, our hope in the One who was born in
a stable, and who will return in great glory and goodness. In that hope, we
can live with joy.
     Fleming Rutledge, an Episcopal priest who wrote a recent lengthy book on
the subject, writes, “In a very real sense the Christian community lives in
Advent all the time. It can well be called the Time Between.” We live between
the first coming of Christ, incognito in a Bethlehem stable, and the second
coming of Christ, in full view and glory to judge the living and the dead. This
season is dedicated to helping us remember the in-between-ness of our
Advent lives so that we can maintain, in  Rutledge’s words, “the crucial
balance of the now and not-yet that our faith requires.” 
     So, I invite you to make room for Advent in your plans and in your heart this
season. I look forward to celebrating the coming of Christ with you. 

Rev. Patrick Johnson



Presbyterian Women, November 7, 10:30 am
Rev. Merri Alexander will lead us on Lesson 3: "Sabbath & Sunday" from the
book Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest & Delight, by Carol
Bechtel. Room 112.

New Member Dinner, November 9, 5:30 pm
New members who have joined in the past year and who have yet to attend a
membership meal are invited to enjoy dinner and fellowship together. Come
meet with others who have recently joined, connect with some members, hear
information from the church staff, and ask any questions you may have.
Contact Nancy McNeill at nmcneill@fpcasheville.org. 

Youth Breakfast Club and Parent Gathering, November 13, 9:45 am 
Youth Choir with lunch at 12:15 pm, after worship
Youth will gather in the youth room for food and discussion. Parents are invited
to a special gathering for parents during the Faith Formation hour in Room 214.

New Member Sunday, November 13, 9:45 am, Library 
Visitors are always welcome to join! The Session usually receives new
members on the third Sunday of the month at 9:45 am in the church library,
room 108. In November we will receive new members on 11/13; future dates are
12/18, and 1/15. Contact Nancy McNeill at nmcneill@fpcasheville.org. 

Women's Studies, Thursday, November 17, 10:30 am
Covered Dish Brunch at Deerfield. Dr. Mary C. Majebe,
President of Daoist Traditions College of Chinese
Medical Arts, will introduce the history and practice of
acupuncture: what it is, how it was developed, how it
is practiced, etc.  For more information, reach out to
Mary Jane Skinner at skinnerdon@gmail.com 

Art Gallery Reception, November 13, 12:00 noon
After the 11 am service, our fellowship time will be in
the Art Gallery to celebrate the many artists from
the Church Retreat. Come enjoy a treat, coffee, or
lemonade. Hear from some of our artists about their
creations.



 For more information contact Shannon at sjordan@fpcasheville.org

Each Advent season through your contributions in memory and in honor of
loved ones, we decorate the sanctuary and chapel with poinsettias and
greens for our worship services. This year we are asking you to complete the
online form. You may also email your dedication requests to MaryBeth at
masher@fpcasheville.org. Contributions for the poinsettia dedications are
$15 per dedication. When making your donation online, use the “Chancel
Flowers” in the dropdown menu. The DEADLINE for poinsettia dedications is
December 11 so they can be listed in the bulletin on December 18.



Make an Advent Wreath to observe the four Sundays

Create an Advent Calendar to help children 

Explore ways that you can engage in outreach/mission opportunities 
Make Christmas ornaments 
Discover Advent Devotions for all ages, including a family friendly version

Stewardship and Advent Breakfast Celebration, November 20, 9:45 am
YOU are a part of the WE. Join us in the celebration 
of beginnings and endings! Come celebrate the 
conclusion of our Stewardship Season and to 
prepare our hearts and home for Advent as we
begin the church year. 
Celebration Breakfast: 9:45-10:45 am Fellowship Hall. 
Activities for all ages! Supplies provided
In preparation for Advent as we wait to celebrate and 
honor the birth of Christ:

      until Christmas

      count down the days until Christmas

Racial Justice Book Club  Sat. 11/19, 10:00 am
The Racial Justice Book Club meets via Zoom on
the 3rd Saturday of every month, at 10:00 am.
Please email traceyrgruver@gmail.com to keep up
with any changes to the schedule.  November's
book is: How to Fight Racism. We have an
opportunity to write your story around race. 
For more information go to
https://fpcasheville.org/racial-justice-book-club-
november-information/

 For more information contact Shannon at sjordan@fpcasheville.org



The full description for Loaves and Fishes is on the next page, but this morning
we offer an opportunity to shop for Christmas while helping others!

Advent Devotional and Adult Faith Formation
We will be offering two different devotions for our
congregation. The family devotion will be available
at the Celebration Breakfast on November 20 as
well as in the Foyer and Children's wing. 

For adults, we will be using Rise Up Shepherd,
Advent Reflections on the Spirituals by Luke A.
Powery. We will have copies for purchase ($10
suggested donation)at the celebration on
November 20 as well as in the foyer on Sunday
morning, November 27. They are also available in
the church office.

Adult Faith Formation, 9:45 am 
Rise Up Shepherd study begins in the Fellowship Hall.
Text Talk Bible study on weekly text is in room 213.

Children and Youth
Childcare from 0-3 years old 8 am-12:30 pm (Rooms 102 & 103)
Godly Play at 9:45 am on the children's wing for preschool and elementary
children (Rooms 105 & 106)
Youth Choir, 4:15 pm, followed by dinner and a Youth Group service project.

Children and Youth 
Childcare from 0-3 years old 8 am-12:30 pm (Rooms 102 & 103)
Godly Play at 9:45 am on the children's wing for preschool and elementary
children (Rooms 105 & 106)
Youth Choir, 4:15 pm, dinner and Youth Group, 5:15 pm - 7:15 pm

 For more information contact Shannon at sjordan@fpcasheville.org



 For more information contact Shannon at sjordan@fpcasheville.org

Dinner will be 5:30-6:15 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall and the Love Feast 
follows at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. 
The Christmas Love Feast features 
candles trimmed in red, as reminders of 
the light of Christ’s love and of his life 
given for us. Join us in the Sanctuary at 
6:30 for a unique worship experience of song & prayer, candles and coffee, and,
of course, Moravian sweets! The taste and smell of the coffee and Moravian
cookies add to the flame’s warmth and to our enjoyment. Join us for this
treasured tradition of song & prayer. 

The FPCA family and friends are invited
to a church-wide dinner hosted by the
Congregational Life Team, followed by
the Love Feast, hosted by our youth.



Youth Christmas Lock-in! Friday, December 16 - Saturday, December 17  
If you aren't familiar with lock-ins, think of a high-energy youth group
gathering... that lasts all night.  It is a sleep-over, at the church, and we will get
*some* sleep (with opportunities for those 
who want or need more sleep to get it, in 
designated and chaperoned sleeping areas).  
Lock-ins are FANTASTIC opportunities for youth 
to invite friends to experience our group 
in a laid-back, safe, fun, and lively atmosphere. 
We will need a great deal of adult chaperone 
support! Contact David Germer if you are willing 
to take a 2.5-hour shift during the night, or have 
any questions.  8:00 pm to 9:00 am.

Service of Healing and Wholeness, December 13, 7:00 pm   
The holidays are great-unless they aren't. It is hard to celebrate Christmas
when we are missing a loved one, or our lives have taken a significant turn
away from what was expected. This service is an opportunity to honor the
pain of grief of times past and remember the hope that we have in Christ.
Jesus is the light in the darkness of grief.

This Sunday, our worship will be a special service of music led by all of our
choirs, as well as guest musicians from the community. Through their music
and our reflections, we will hear of Jesus as the bringer of Hope, Love, Joy,
and Peace.

Adult Faith Formation 9:45 am 
Rise Up Shepherd study is in the Fellowship Hall 
Text Talk Bible study on weekly text is in room 213
Children and Youth
Childcare from 0-3 years old 8 am-12:30 pm (Rooms 102 & 103)
Godly Play at 9:45 am on the children's wing for preschool and elementary
children (Rooms 105 & 106)

Youth Breakfast Club and Parent Gathering, 9:45 am 
Youth Choir with lunch at 12:15 pm, after worship
Youth will gather in the youth room for food and discussion. Parents are
invited to a special gathering for parents during the Faith Formation hour in
Room 214.



 For more information contact Shannon at sjordan@fpcasheville.org

Family Friendly Service, 4:00 pm 
This service will include a Pop-Up
Christmas Pageant. Children 5th grade
and under can pick up a costume in the
library between 3:30-3:45 pm. This is a
casual and meaningful service with 
no rehearsals. Childcare provided.

Church-wide Carol Sing-Along, December 20, 7:00 pm 
The FPCA Choirs will lead us in a Christmas Carol Sing Along, followed by cider
and cookies.

 

Adult Faith Formation 9:45 am 
Rise up Shepherd study in Fellowship Hall 
Text Talk Bible study on weekly text in room 213

New Member Sunday, 9:45 am, Library 
Visitors are welcome to join by meeting Session members in the library, room
108. Contact Nancy McNeill at nmcneill@fpcasheville.org.

Children and Youth
Childcare from 0-3 years old 8 am-12:30 pm (Rooms 102 & 103)
Godly Play at 9:45 am on the children's wing for preschool and elementary
children (Rooms 105 & 106)
Youth Choir, 4:15 pm, Dinner and Youth Group, 5:15 pm - 7:15 pm

Candlelight Service, 9:30 pm 
This service will include candlelight,
scripture, communion, and music. It is
led by the Chancel Choir. The prelude
begins at 9 pm. No childcare.

Family Ministries Christmas Movie and Pizza Party, December 18, 4-6 pm 
Come for Christmas movies, reindeer games, pizza and fun! Bring friends and
neighbors. RSVP if possible to Shannon at sjordan@fpcasheville.org.

 



 For more information contact Shannon at sjordan@fpcasheville.org

Our celebration of the Christmas season concludes with Epiphany. We will
gather for a fun, intergenerational church dinner and then move to our
Epiphany service. Epiphany commemorates the first revelation to the
Gentiles of Jesus Christ as the Savior, when the Christmas star led the Magi
to find the new king (Matthew 2:1-12). We will select star words during the
service. Some use these words as a “star to follow” for the coming year.

Child-friendly, Informal Worship Service, 11 am 
Christmas rarely falls on Sunday, and offers a beautiful way to honor the birth
of Jesus with your church family. Dress comfortably for this service of scripture,
poetry, and Christmas carols. There will be no faith formation, children's
programming, or childcare. 

Child-friendly, Informal Worship Service, 11 am 
Usher in the New Year with this New Year's morning worship service. Dress
comfortably for this more informal service and set the tone for 2023. There will
be no faith formation, children's programming, or childcare. 



 For more information contact David at dgermer@fpcasheville.org

We are delighted to step back into the more 
hospitable and relational face-to-face ministry
of a shared meal at lunchtime on Saturdays. 
We are always in need of volunteers with many 
and various gifts! Sign-up at
 https://fpcasheville.org/saturday-sanctuary/.

During the holidays, many of us are hyper-aware of our many blessings and
want to be more intentional about being generous with others. Watch our
weekly emails and bulletin for additional ways to support our mission partners.  
Below are a few ways that people can share Christ's love with others. 

Loaves and Fishes is an interfaith, alternative gifts fair offering opportunities to
support Asheville nonprofits doing great work in our communities. This
collaborative effort between FPCA, Trinity Episcopal, and Central Methodist
(known as the "Church Street Collaborative") strives to bring much needed
awareness to issues at the heart of our ministries. 

During the month of November 2022, we will be collecting (ONLY) BLANKETS
and SLEEPING BAGS for Haywood Street to store and give out to our many
unhoused friends who suffer from the cold weather as they try to stay warm.
New or gently used items are requested. 

The Christmas Offering this year will go to support early education 
 scholarships for income qualified families at the FPCA Child Care Center.
These gifts will be received on 12/18, 12/24, 12/25, and 1/1.  Donations can also
be made on Realm or by mail to church office. 

In December, we will have a Giving Tree with 
opportunities to provide gifts to local families in 
need of a little support this holiday season. A Sign-up Genius link will be on our
website and in weekly emails.



 For more information contact Shannon at sjordan@fpcasheville.org

Nov. 9    New Member Dinner
Nov. 17   Women’s Studies
Nov. 19   Social Justice Book Club: How to Fight 
           Racism, 10-11:30 am
           
Nov. 20  Advent and Stewardship Celebration
           9:45 am, Fellowship Hall

Dec. 4    Loaves and Fishes, 10 am Fellowship Hall
Dec. 7    Church-wide dinner,  5:30 pm 
           Moravian Love Feast Service, 6:30 pm 
Dec. 11     Lessons and Carols at 8:45 am and 11 am services 
Dec. 13    Service of Healing and Wholeness, 7 pm
Dec. 16    Youth Lock-in, 8 pm
Dec. 17    Social Justice Book Club, The Trayvon Generation by Elizabeth Alexandra,
           10-11:30 am
Dec. 18   Family Ministry Movie and Pizza Party! 4:00-600 pm
Dec. 20  Carol Sing Along with Chancel Choir, Congregational Life will    
           provide cider & cookies, 7 pm 

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve, Saturday
           4:00 pm  Family Service
           9:00 pm  Prelude Music
           9:30 pm  Candlelight, Scripture, Communion, & Music, led by Chancel Choir

Dec. 25   Worship in Sanctuary or live streamed, Sunday, 11 am

Jan. 1     Worship in Sanctuary or live streamed, Sunday, 11 am
Jan. 4    Church-wide Dinner and Epiphany Service with Star Words, 5:30-7:30 pm


